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Job Outlook 

Employment of optometrists is projected to grow 27 percent from 2014 to 2024, much faster than the average for all 
occupations. Because vision problems tend to occur more frequently later in life, an aging population will require more 
optometrists. As people age, they become more susceptible to conditions that impair vision, such as cataracts and macular 
degeneration. 

Earnings 
 
The median annual wage for optometrists was $103,900 in May 2015. The median wage is the wage at which half the 
workers in an occupation earned more than that amount and half earned less. The lowest 10 percent earned less than 
$51,780, and the highest 10 percent earned more than $187,200. 
 
Educational Requirements 

 The Optometry Admission Test (OAT) is a standardized examination designed to measure general academic 
ability and comprehension of scientific information. The OAT is sponsored by the Association of Schools and 
Colleges of Optometry (ASCO) for applicants seeking admission to an optometry program. All schools and 
colleges of optometry in the United States, and the University of Waterloo, Canada require the OAT. 

 Admission to optometry school is competitive.  
 To be licensed, optometrists must earn a Doctor of Optometry degree from an accredited optometry school and 

pass a written National Board exam and a clinical examination.  
 
The information above was taken from U.S. Department of labor Bureau of Labor Statistics 
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/healthcare/optometrists.htm#tab-5   
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