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Curator of the Herbarium in 1984 in order to become Head of the Biology
Department, VSC comprised more than 30K accessions.

Dr. Faircloth was a generalist of the Old School, who believed that broad
training in biology and the ancillary sciences was essential. More than once, he
lamented the increasingly narrow focus of teaching and research in biology. First
and foremost he was a teacher, and he was unusual as such nowadays in having
taught at all levels from elementary school through college. He gained substantial
teaching and administrative experience prior to his service as a faculty member
at Valdosta State at his a/ma mater, Whigham High School, in rural Grady
County. His record of service and promotion at Whigham High School and
subsequently at Valdosta State University leave no doubt about his considerable
abilities as a teacher and as an administrator. He was Science lnstructor at
Whigham High School f rom 1951-1954 and Biology Instructor and Chairman of
the Science Department from 1956-1958. In 1959 he was appointed Vice
Principal while serving as Biology and Chemistry Instructor, and he became
Principal in 1960. Subsequently, he left Whigham after receiving an invitation to
teach at his a/ma mater, Valdosta State College, in 1961, where he remained
until his retirement. At Valdosta State he ascended through the ranks becoming
Associate Professor in'1967, Professor in 1971, Acting Head of the Department
in 1984, and Head of the Department in 1985. He remained Head of the
Department unt i l  i l lness forced him to ret i re in1996, when he was appointed
Emeritus Professor of Biology.

ln '1966, Wayne married Juanita Jane Norsworthy who graduated with a B.S.
in Biology at Valdosta State 
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ecosystems of short-sighted, selfishly motivated, and ignorant human actions.
Congruously,  Wayne's son, Wilson, earned the B.S. in Botany from the
Universi ty of Georgia in 1997 and was awarded the Ph.D. in Weed Science from
Auburn University in 2004, with lmperata cylindrica the subject of his research.
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