
Biology Department ς College of Arts & Sciences ς Valdosta State University 

 

BIOL 3610/5610 ς Dendrology                           Fall Semester 2014 
 
Instructor: Dr. Carter 
Office: BC 1105  
Telephone: (229) 333-5759, ext. 5763 
e-mail: Please use the mail tool in BlazeVIEW.  
 
Office Hours: BC 1040 or BC 1105 
Mon & Wed 10:00-11:00 AM; 3:15-4:00PM;  
other times by appointment 

Weekly Course Schedule  
Mon     Lec AB     2:00–3:15 PM, BC 1024 
Wed     Lec AB     2:00–3:15 PM, BC 1024 
Thurs    Lab A    9:30 AM–12:20 PM, BC 2040 
Thurs    Lab B     1:00–3:50 PM, BC 2040 
Miscellaneous 
Two day-long Saturday field trips and one 
required four-day weekend field trip to the 
Appalachians are scheduled.  
 

Course Description 
Pre-requisite: Completion of Core Area D. A survey of the biology and diversity of trees and of the major forest 
communities. Course will emphasize species of the southeastern United States and forest communities of North 
America, including field identification, description and classification of forest communities, and a study of 
reproductive cycles, anatomy, and development of representative species.  [3-3-4] 
Lecture contact: 75 mins X 30 lectures = 2250 mins    
Laboratory contact: 170 mins X 15 labs = 2550 mins   
Credit: 4 semester hrs 
 
Course Outcomes 
Following is a list of course outcomes linked to Biology Department Educational Outcomes (B) and Valdosta State 
University General Education Outcomes (V). 

 The student will demonstrate understanding of 
the basic principles of taxonomy, including 
identification, nomenclature, and classification. 
[B 2; V 4, 7] 

 The student will demonstrate comprehension of 
basic concepts and the ability to use scientific 
terminology accurately through effective oral 
and written communication and the use of 
dichotomous keys. [B 1; V 4, 5, 7] 

 The student will demonstrate the ability to 
handle and analyze plant materials in the field 
and laboratory. [B 1; V 5, 7] 

 The student will demonstrate the ability to work 
and use basic equipment effectively in the field 
and laboratory. [B 1; V 4, 5, 7] 

 The student will demonstrate the ability to 
gather and analyze data scientifically. [B 1, 5; V 
3, 5] 

 The student will demonstrate the ability to 
follow oral and written instructions effectively. 
[V 4, 7] 

 The student will demonstrate the ability to 
access course resources and complete 
assignments on-line using computer technology 
(i.e., BlazeView). [V 3] 

 The student will demonstrate the ability to 
complete assignments, quizzes, and 
examinations ethically. [V 8] 

 
Assessment of Learning 

 Three lecture examinations will be given. 

 Routine field identification quizzes will be given. 

 Students will keep a course notebook. 
 
Required Texts 

 Duncan, W.H. and M.B. 2000. Trees of the Southeastern United States. University of Georgia Press, Athens. 336 
pp. 

 *Sargent, C.S. 1965 (reprint). Manual of the Trees of North America. Dover Press, New York. 2 Vols. [*Copies of 
this text are on reserve in the Odum Library.] 







Use of cellular telephones, pagers, and other such devices. Use of cellular telephones, pagers, or any similar 
remote communication device is prohibited during scheduled lectures or examinations. If students bring cellular 
telephones or similar devices to lecture, it is their responsibility to switch them off prior to the beginning of the 
lecture period. Ringing, buzzing, or any other sounds emitted from such devices will be treated as disruptive 
behavior on the part of the owner/possessor, and the owner/possessor will be asked to leave lecture immediately. 
 
Academic integrity. Students are encouraged to work together and to learn from one another in an appropriate 
manner. Cooperation between students is especially encouraged in study outside of class. However, students 
should bear in mind that most work ultimately must be done individually and independently. All examinations, 
tests, and quizzes are given to students individually and are to be completed independently. Cooperation by 
students on quizzes, tests, or examinations is prohibited and constitutes cheating. Unless otherwise indicated, 
quizzes, tests, and examinations are taken strictly from memory without use of textbooks, notes, etc. Unless 
otherwise indicated, assignments and assessments are to be completed individually and independently. Behavior 
contrary to these guidelines is prohibited and constitutes cheating. Plagiarism and cheating will not be tolerated 
and will be prosecuted to the full extent allowed by University policy and the law. 
 
Students with disabilities. Students requiring classroom accommodations or modifications because of 
documented disabilities should discuss this need with their professor at the beginning of the semester. Disabled 
students who are not registered with the Special Services Program should contact the Office of Special Services, 

http://www.mobot.org/MOBOT/research/APweb/
http://www.fs.fed.us/land/ecosysmgmt/index.html
http://www.fs.fed.us/land/pubs/ecoregions/
http://www.worldwildlife.org/wildworld/profiles/terrestrial_na.html
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer


Tentative Course Outline with Laboratory Schedule 
 
Week of Aug 18 
Classes begin 
Lecture: 
Introduction to Course 
What is a tree? What is a forest? 
Overview of the Classification of Plants 
Diversity of Trees 
Gymnosperms   
GINKGO 

 Ginkgoales: Ginkgoaceae: Ginkgo: ginkgo 
CONIFERS  

 Pinales: Cupressaceae, Pinaceae, Taxaceae: 
Chamaecyparis, Juniperus, Taxodium; Abies, 



Week of Sep 29 / Midterm date ς Thurs, Oct 2 
Lecture: Diversity of Trees 

 Cornales: Hydrangeaceae, Cornaceae: 
Philadelphus; Cornus, Nyssa: mock oranges; 
dogwoods, gums 

 Ericales: Sapotaceae, Theaceae, Ericaceae, 
Ebenaceae, Cyrillaceae, Styraceae, 
Symplocaceae: Sideroxylon; Gordonia, 
Stewartia; Kalmia, Lyonia, Oxydendrum; 
Diospyros; Cliftonia, Cyrilla; Halesia, Styrax; 
Symplocos: buckthorns; loblolly bay, silky 
camellia; mountain laurel, lyonias, sourwood; 
persimmon; titis; silverbells, storaxes; sweetleaf  

*Field Laboratory: Identification of Trees and Plant 
Communities 
 
Week of Oct 6  
Lecture: Diversity of Trees 

 Gentianales: Rubiaceae: Cephalanthus, 
Pinckneya: buttonbush, feverbark 

 Lamiales: Oleaceae, Bignoniaceae, 
Avicenniaceae: Chionanthus, Fraxinus, 
Ligustrum, Osmanthus; Catalpa; Avicennia: 
graybeard, ashes, ligustrums, wild olive; 




