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ISCI 3103: Natural History for Middle School Teachers  
Department of Biology, College of Science & Mathematics, Valdosta State University  

Fall 2019 Course Syllabus  
 

Dr. Leslie S. Jones      Office Hours: Mon & Tues 11:00-12:00   
Office:   1096 Bailey Science Center     Stop in anytime my office door is open… 
Phone:  219-1337      Feel free to call the office or  
Email:   lesliesj@valdosta.edu     Use BV email to schedule an appointment  
 

 

1. Emails:   Please Use 

mailto:lesliesj@valdosta.edu
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Course Structure 
Course Description: Natural History is the study of the relationships between living organisms and how they interact with, 

influence, and are influenced by their natural surroundings.  According to the VSU Undergraduate Course Catalog, Science 3103 is a 
“survey primarily of the biota of south Georgia and associated biological processes.  Using the biota of southern Georgia as a model, 
students will study basic ecological principles, population structure and dynamics, life history patterns, and reproductive strategies 
and behaviors common to living systems.  Special topics covered in the course include the biology of rare and endangered species and 
the importance of biological resources to human society.”   
 

Learning Objectives: In the Natural World module

https://openstaxcollege.org/textbooks/concepts-of-biology
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Personal Journal Requirements 
 

Biweekly Entries: Throughout the semester, we will have weekly thematic topics that are covered by different subtopics on each 
day with lab and lecture both addressing the same concept. You are required to have one, completely integrated synopsis 
approximately every 2 weeks. These are due in in the designated assignment submission box in Blazeview by 11:59 pm on Sunday at 
the end of that week. Your papers do not need your name or anything else in the heading other than an original title. But the must 
follow the writing guidelines on the following page and be submitted as a PDF. If every summary is completed on time, with a 
grade of 3 or better, you are not required to submit you journal at the time of each test. If you score lower than a 3 on any 
paper, it must be revised be fore submission at the test. 
 

Everything should be in first person and a reflective voice. Be certain that you show what you learned. DO NOT just restate what we 
did. Since this science content course is part of the major in Elementary Education, students are expected to focus on the “art and 
science of teaching” as well as the subject matter.  You should be conscious of this because questions about teaching and learning will 
be on the exams.  
 

1. The first page must have a creative title and start with a detailed paragraph that discusses the science of what we covered as the 
weekly topic. This should include substantial scientific terminology and any new vocabulary words should be defined in your own 
words in the sentences. The two daily subtopics must also be covered and explained in detail in your own words.  
2. The second part is a paragraph that should show Pedagogical Content Knowledge [PCK]. Part of the purpose of this course is 
thinking about your own learning and working to develop the ability to translate scientific subject matter into interesting and 
effective lessons that are appropriate for young children. Discuss how the course content and lessons relate to Elementary Education. 
This section should indicate which of the Georgia Science Standards or NGSS National Standards are most closely related to what we 
did.  
3. The conclusion or third section should be a visual account of both lab activities with written descriptions that clarify the 
significance. Make your own PowerPoint Slides with images & captions to “Show What You Know!” These can be cell phone shots 
from class or pictures and diagrams from the web. Any image must be explained with a statement in your own words.  
 

https://www.georgiastandards.org/Standards/Pages/BrowseStandards/BrowseGPS.aspx
https://www.nextgenscience.org/
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