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VSU Biology 4900                Senior Seminar Section A (21998)  Spring 2024 
  
Instructor - Dr. Ted Uyeno  
 Mon 1:00-3:00, Tue 2:00-3:30, Fri 1:00-2:30 
                (Please confirm appointment by email) 
 
   Course: Lecture – Monday, 5:00-6:50, BSC 1202 
             Mandatory Biology seminar series –Tuesday, 12:45-1:50, BSC 1023 
 
Course Description: This is the capstone course to finish your biology major; we will touch on 

the breadth of life science. You can expect to review different aspects of your prior 
coursework and learn new information. Ultimately, this class should leave you with a 
sense of the purpose of your college education. This course appraises students’ ability to 
independently research current topics in biological science. Students are expected to 
competently present “state of the art” information in both oral and written formats. 

 
Assessment: Biology 4900 is graded on an S/U (Pass/Fail) basis. You must complete, and 

receive a passing grade of at least 70% in, the following acti
B) Participation in an oral presentation of your thesis. 
C) Attendance and participation in class and at the mandatory biology seminar series 

In addition, you must also complete the: 
D) ETS Major Field Test in Biology with a score of above 140. 
E) Biology Department Senior Exit Questionnaire 

Unsatisfactory final grade will be assigned to work of quality below the standard (70%). 
 

Personal Responsibility: You must keep track of all assignment deadlines - late work will not 
be accepted without appropriate excuse. KRITIK assignments should be completed early 
because those deadlines are final. Your grades will be posted in Blazeview, so that you 
will know where you stand. If you are making low grades, come see me and make more 
effort on the assignments! 

 
Emails: I do not check the Blazeview email system. Please use tauyeno@valdosta.edu

 to 
email me!  I expect well-written and detailed emails with appropriate etiquette.  

 
Attendance: Every student is expected to attend all class sessions and scheduled Biology 

Seminars. Please contact me ASAP if you have an official excuse as unexcused absences 

mailto:tauyeno@valdosta.edu
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Your attendance grade will be calculated as follows: 
No Absences at ALL  125% 
1 Absence   100% 
2 Absences   75% 
3 Absences   50% 
4 Absences   25% 
More than 4   0% 
More than 6   Automatic Failure 

 
Course Management 
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Appointments.” Choose the group Biology Major Field Test and complete the required 
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• IT provides a list of recommended technologies at 
https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/it/helpdesk/personal-devices/recommended-
technologies.php 

• As a VSU student, you may download and install Microsoft Office 365 on up to 5 
personal devices (

https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/it/helpdesk/personal-devices/recommended-technologies.php
https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/it/helpdesk/personal-devices/recommended-technologies.php
https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/it/helpdesk/employee-resources/employee-services/work-at-home-tech-guide.php
https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/it/helpdesk/employee-resources/employee-services/work-at-home-tech-guide.php
https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/student-affairs/title-ix/
https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/student-affairs/title-ix/


https://www.valdosta.edu/academics/academic-affairs/turnitin-for-students.php
mailto:asc@valdosta.edu
http://www.valdosta.edu/asc
https://www.valdosta.edu/blazer-wellness/mental-health.php
https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/student-affairs/bit.php
mailto:vsubit@valdosta.edu
https://www.valdosta.edu/administration/student-affairs/student-conduct-office/our-services.php

