Certification Information
Department of Middle Grades and Secondary Education
Biology

Introduction

Thank you for your interest in Valdosta State University for obtaining a teaching certificate.
Admission requirements into a certification program are a bachelor’s degree, an overall GPA of
2.5, and have passed or exempted the GACE Basic Skills. Exemptions for the GACE Basic Skills
test are achieved by high scores on the SAT (1000), ACT (43) or GRE (1030).

At the completion of this program you will be eligible to teach biology at the

7 — 12 grades levels. There are several courses in this program that are only offered during the
day due to field experiences in the public schools. Many classes are offered at night BUT not all
of them so this program cannot be completed just through evening classes.

Certification Evaluation: A review of all previous course work will be compared with the
required courses as listed on the attached pages to determine an individualized certification plan
leading to your secondary biology certificate. Professional development, relevant work
experiences, similar courses, or other activities may be used to satisfy some of the required
courses. You are expected to provide all college transcripts and any other documentation needed
to verify which course expectations have been met and which courses will be included in your
plan. There is a $35 fee for this plan, which will represent a contract that lists all requirements
needed for you to obtain the secondary biology certificate. The plan is good for three years.

The writer of your certification plan will also serve as your advisor throughout completion of
your program. After you receive the plan, you should review the courses to ensure that you have
not completed similar courses or professional development activities. After your plan is
finalized then you and your advisor can devel



Secondary Biology Certification Course Requirements

Name

Date

Courses (semester hrs)

Schedule

Prerequisites

Notes

Grade

CHEM 1211K (4)
Principles of Chemistry |

MATH 1111 or 1113

CHEM 1212K (4)

Principles of Chemistry Il

MATH 1111 or 1113
and CHEM 1211K

BIOL 2010 (4) Introductory

Biology for Majors

BIOL 2230 (4)
General Botany

BIOL 1010/1020L
and 1030/1040L or
BIOL 2010

BIOL 2270 (4)
General Zoology

BIOL 1010/1020L
and 1030/1040L or

BIOL 2010
BIOL 3100 (4) BIOL 2010 and
Microbiology CHEM 1212K
BIOL 3200 (4) MATH 1113,
Genetics BIOL 2230 and 2270
BIOL 3300 (4) BIOL 2230 and 2270,
Ecology and CHEM 1212K

BIOL 3400 (4)

Plant Physiology

or BIOL 3450 (4)
Vertebrate Physiology

BIOL 2230 and
CHEM 1211K;
BIOL 2270 and
CHEM 1212K

BIOL 4830 (1)
Laboratory Practicum |

12 hours upper
division biology

BIOL electives
3000-4000 level (5)




Courses (semester hrs) Schedule Prerequisites Notes Grade
MSED 2000 (3) Each term
Survey of Educational Concepts | Day/night
SPEC 2000 (3) Each term 20 hours field experience
Serving Students with Day/night
Diverse Needs
ACED 2400 (3) Each term
Computer Technology Day/night
for the Workplace
PSYC 3110 (3) Each term MSED 2000 20 hours field experience
Educational Psychology Day/night
PSYC 2500
SEED 3000 (3) Each term MSED 2000 40 hours field experience
Issues and Trends Day/night Admission to
in Secondary Education Teacher Ed
SEED 4010 (1) Each Term ACED 2400
Integrating Technology Night Admission to
in Secondary Education Teacher Ed

READ 4550 (3)
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